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Discovery has been our rallying cry since 1915

It’s our FOUNDATION
Our mission is to interpret and conserve the earth’s
biological diversity through research, education, and
citizen science focused on birds.

Discovery is what we do every day

It’s our PASSION
We study wildlife on six continents and in the world’s
oceans, pioneer new technologies to explore nature, and
find new ways to teach and engage students of all ages.

Discovery is for everyone

It’s our FUTURE
The natural world is our classroomwhere we learn from
nature and discover new possibilities. We protect these
places by inspiring people, and sharing knowledge and
tools to help birds and other wildlife thrive.

The Discover Campaign will strengthen our capacity
to improve the understanding, care, and protection of our planet.
Discover today how we can chart a course to the richest, most
biodiverse future—where the beauty of birds lives on.

how you can make a difference
Snowy Owl by Gerrit Vyn. Front and back covers: Greater Bird-of-paradise by Tim Laman.

T h e Di s c o v e r C a m pa i g n

Can BIRDS Really Save the World?
A call to action from Lab director John W. Fitzpatrick
Yes, absolutely they can. In every part of the world,
birds captivate us with their beauty. They awaken our curiosity and
spark what becomes, for so many of us, a lifelong love of nature.
We cannot imagine a future without birds—yet we must not
take that future for granted. Ensuring that birds and other wildlife
can flourish side-by-side with human progress will require putting
to work our passion, and the passions of generations to come.
We must rise to the challenge of measuring the real-time
influences of our actions on ecosystems, and then use that
knowledge to advance conservation at global scales.
Birds can help us do this. With their songs, dazzling colors,
flight, global movements, and diversity, they capture people’s
imaginations and inspire them to care. And because birds are
sensitive to environmental change, they are powerful messengers
about the health of our planet.
Now in the 21st-century information age, the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology combines groundbreaking research and technology
with global communications and citizen science to track changes
and work with partners to stem the losses of biodiversity.

Conservation begins with many moments of
discovery. When I was 10 years old, I was intrigued by the
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bizarre mechanical buzzes coming from a sparrow singing at the end
of our driveway. I ran into the house and listened to every sparrow
on a record my parents had given me from the Cornell Lab—A Field
Guide to Bird Songs. Finally, I heard it—my bird! I had discovered a
Clay-colored Sparrow. It was among the first of countless epiphanies
I would experience as I went out to look for birds again and again.
Today millions of people are doing the very same thing. Every
day, every hour, they’re noticing birds and finding information
from the Cornell Lab. Now, unlike in my own childhood, they

instantly can share their own discoveries through eBird and other
citizen-science projects. Equally important, new advances in
supercomputing enable us to find meaning in these vast data sets to
inform conservation measures.
Imagine if there had been an eBird in the 19th century, when
billions of Passenger Pigeons still filled the skies. Within decades,
they were driven to extinction; by 1914, every last one was gone.
With eBird, we could have mapped, advertised, and halted their
decline while there was still time.

At this pivotal moment, we need your help
to turn the tide for conservation. As the Lab prepares

to mark its first 100 years, we must look to our next century,
understand our obligation to birds and nature, and use ingenuity to
discover, inform, and inspire change at scales ambitious enough to
make a global difference. To answer pressing questions, broadcast
our findings even more widely to decision makers, and engage
more people around the world, we must invest in the best science
and technology and train the best leaders.

Private philanthropy makes this work possible.

The Discover Campaign will raise $125 million to extend our reach
and capacity, giving us the long-term stability to plan years ahead.
Our work is about seeing the big picture, acting on the most
far-reaching, practical vision. The components are in place.
Students of all ages and people in every country learn about birds
through our educational programs, multimedia, and dynamic web
portals. Citizen-science participants contribute data to protect the
natural world. We join the extraordinary expertise across Cornell
University with international partnerships to amplify science and
conservation outcomes—and we translate what we discover into
compelling stories that inspire people to act.

This is the Cornell Lab’s world of opportunity.
It’s your world, too. Join us in discovering the possibilities.

To t a l : $ 1 2 5 m i l l i o n

“The Cornell Lab of Ornithology has it all—a great mission, a
terrific culture, a genuine pursuit of excellence, and a cadre of
extremely talented and dedicated people. The world will need
the Cornell Lab even more in the future than it has in the past.
But to succeed and achieve our goals, we must grow.”
—Rusty Rose, Chairman, Cornell Lab Administrative Board and Campaign Co-Chair
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how far new knowledge can take us
Our Campaign will advance new science and nurture new generations of scientists.

Nate Senner treaded ever so
lightly through the spongy
Alaskan bogscape. The perfectly
camouflaged bird could be anywhere in this 40-acre territory,
its nest blending seamlessly into
this thickly woven terrain and
its clumps of wiry grass. Which
hiding place held the nest and
its precious eggs? Step. Watch.
Another step. Wait. WHOOSH!
A Hudsonian Godwit burst from
the ground by Nate’s feet, circling
in mid-air for a moment. Then,
skyward. Exhaling, Nate gulped for
air and yelled out, “Guys, I saw its
leg band. It’s one of ours!”
Hudsonian Godwit by Glenn Bartley

“The Lab has a new idea of
what a grad student can be:
A productive researcher from
day one, plugged into new
technology and techniques,
and able to communicate with
thousands. Opening up this
opportunity for more students
would be phenomenal.”
—Nate Senner,
PhD Candidate

The discovery of the godwit’s nest set off celebratory whoops as
Nate’s undergraduate assistants came running. Thrilled at the sight of
four eggs, they carefully marked the location so they could return with a mist net.
When the godwit flew into the net, Nate carefully extricated her and noted
the band marked “XL” on her leg. Before releasing her to return to the nest, he
removed the lightweight geolocator chip that had tracked her journey across
hemispheres ever since the previous spring.
That night, cheers went up again as the chip, downloaded on the camp’s laptop,
charted XL’s 18,000-mile journey south to a Chilean island, then back to her nest
on the subarctic tundra. No scientist had ever before enjoyed such an intimate
look at this marathon migrant, one of the farthest-traveling birds on earth.
Groundbreaking discovery is the goal of every project at the Cornell Lab,
whether led by world-renowned scientists or by talented graduate students
like the 28-year-old Nate Senner, whose work on Hudsonian Godwits has
implications for ecosystems and shorebirds everywhere.
This is the underpinning of the Lab’s unique model—training young scientists
early to find answers, and using multidisciplinary teams to extrapolate detailed
research into broad strategies for species maintenance and habitat conservation.

We INVEST in TECHNOLOGY
to spur future discovery
The Cornell Lab is a place where new science takes hold.
The Discover Campaign increases our investment in technology,
enabling innovation and opening frontiers of discovery all over the world.

Game-changing innovation starts here.
Cornell Lab engineers invented “pop-up” recording devices
to capture acoustic data from the ocean. These data help us
study and protect whales and other marine life.
Advances in acoustic devices and sound analysis software
will yield new insights about rare and elusive wildlife.

“We have a tremendous sense of urgency. The future of so many shorebirds is at
stake,” says Nate. The Lab has upped the ante, connecting him with fellowship
funding; the best technology and resources; on-the-ground partnerships;
mentorship from his dissertation advisor, Lab director John Fitzpatrick; and eager
teams of assistants, to whom Nate passes on the gift of mentorship.
“Look at the countries the godwit flies over and what’s happening to its nesting
and wintering grounds, the human-made challenges in its way,” Fitzpatrick says.
“Every shorebird runs that gauntlet. Every young scientist should begin his career,
like Nate, with research that paves the way for a different future.”

DISCOVERY
drives
WHO we are,
HOW we work, and
W H AT w e a s p i r e t o d o

Data can show the way.
BirdCast combines acoustic, radar, satellite, and eBird data to
predict how, when, and where birds migrate on any day of the year.
We must use these data to make the long-distance
migrations of birds safer.

Smaller is better.
Lab experts are helping develop smarter
miniaturized tags to track small birds across hemispheres.
New engineering will help solve age-old mysteries
about where birds go, at local and global scales.

24/7 technology means more answers.
Using acoustic data by day and thermographic imagery by night,
our scientists gather critical information to protect endangered
forest elephants from poaching, logging, and other threats.
We must increase this investment
to save these magnificent creatures.
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“The Lab brings the best people
together to create new ideas,
whether through field research,
molecular biology, or information
science. This interdisciplinary
approach is the foundation for the
smartest conservation decisions.”
—H. Laurance Fuller ‘60, ChemE ‘61, Donor and
Member, Cornell Lab Administrative Board

Wa y s t o S u p p o r t
New Science and
Scientists

By LISTENING,
We R e v e a l
the Unseen

The Discover Campaign will advance new frontiers
in technology and field exploration—and open wide
the possibilities for a new generation of conservation
leaders.

$30 million
to create a biodiversity fellowship program
Conservation today calls for innovative and inspiring leaders to expand our
knowledge and influence our actions. Graduate and postdoctoral fellowships will
help young scientists to engage with the Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s unparalleled
cross-disciplinary programs and partnerships, preparing the next generation of
leaders around the world.

$10 million
to bring the power of the digital age to
conservation
Data-intensive science is revolutionizing our ability to understand and protect
complex ecosystems. Critical funds are needed to keep pace with growing
demands for the high-performance computing, storage, and curation that power
global data-gathering, analysis, and conservation.

The migrations of songbirds are mysterious,
shrouded in the night sky.
Ever since childhood, Andrew Farnsworth has loved going to the top of the
Empire State Building at night to look for the flashes of warblers, thrushes,
and tanagers zipping through the skyscraper’s light beams, leaving behind
their fleeting, high-pitched calls.
What if we could see, instead of a flash, a full spectrum of millions of
individual birds passing overhead, spanning the continent?
By using sound to “see,” that possibility is within reach, thanks to the
pioneering work of Christopher Clark, who longed to understand another
invisible world as he watched whales surfacing and disappearing into the
ocean’s depths. As director of the Cornell Lab’s Bioacoustics Research
Program, Chris and his team invented revolutionary recording systems to
decipher an underwater realm filled with the songs of whales.
Since then, Chris and his team have trailblazed the creation, adaptation,
and proliferation of tools to study what we once could not hear or
comprehend—the songs of whales sung in Newfoundland and heard in

Puerto Rico, the infrasonic vocalizations of forest elephants, the intricate
meaning of a dawn chorus, and the voices of thousands of individual birds
in the night sky.
The next goal is to use artificial intelligence techniques to “teach”
computers how to comb through massive amounts of data and tell us what
they have heard in the air, on land, or in the sea.
Already, their recording networks detect the sounds of endangered right
whales, alerting ship captains to avoid deadly collisions. Acoustic data
from around the world reveal how chronic noise pollution disrupts the
lives of whales. In turn, these data help agencies and industries realize the
importance of reducing underwater noise associated with shipping, energy
exploration, and other activities.
To monitor the night sky, Andrew and other scientists at the Cornell
Lab are deploying acoustic stations that will help assess the safety of
proposed wind energy sites for millions of migratory birds that fly through
New York. The Lab’s new BirdCast project will support efforts like these
nationwide by forecasting the migrations of birds using sound, radar, and
observations from eBird participants.

At the Cornell Lab, curiosity and passion ignite new ideas and possibilities—
changing the way we look at the natural world and empowering us to do more to protect it.

$5 million
to create innovation and expedition funds
Advancing the understanding of nature requires exploring the frontiers, whether
technological or on-the-ground in the most remote places on earth. The Discover
Campaign will create permanent funds to make new discoveries possible.

“A life of discovery is full of wonderful
surprises. There are so many things
about the richness and complexity
of nature we still don’t know. I tell my
grad students, you can be the person
who finally discovers the answer.”

On an expedition to Peru in 2008, three Cornellians and a
local biologist, all under the age of 24, discovered a new
species (above). They named it the Sira Barbet, with the
scientific name Capito fitzpatricki, in honor of Lab director
John Fitzpatrick, their mentor and inspiration, who had
discovered seven new species in Peru as a young scientist.

—Chris Clark, Director, Bioacoustics Research Program
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why our work has global impact
Our Campaign will strengthen the capacity to reach and engage people worldwide.

Spotting the patch of green,
the tiny bird dropped down
from the sky. Nicolette Thompson
couldn’t believe her eyes: it was a
Red-capped Robin! The markings
were unmistakable and it was time
for these birds, Australia’s smallest
robins, to migrate from the west.
But spotting this species in an
urban area was rare. Was this bird
off course or following an age-old
route through Toowoomba, now
a city of 110,000? Nicolette knew
where logging her sighting would
make the greatest difference:
eBird, a global resource new to
Australia. Surprise turned to the
thrill of possibility. Many years of
watching birds had never offered
an opportunity for her observations,
combined with others, to become
so powerful.
Red-capped Robin by Simon Bennett

O N E A H A ! M O M E N T AT A T I M E ,

”Bird watchers are transforming our
understanding of the natural world
with eBird—a powerful tool that is
generating astounding animated
migration maps and data for on-theground conservation. The next frontier
is to engage thousands more people
from all nations and use advanced
supercomputing for unprecedented
insights about the world’s birds.”
—Chris Wood, eBird Project Leader

M o n i t o r i n g t h e Wo r l d
Calls for Legions of
D E D I C AT E D B I R D E R S
in Every Country

Already, eBird has changed the face of citizen science, big data analysis, and
conservation in the United States. As statisticians and information scientists
use new methods to analyze these massive data sets, they have relied on
supercomputing power from the National Science Foundation on a scale typically
reserved for data in physics, astronomy, and climate modeling.
The results are the most detailed, dynamic maps ever created to track the
distributions, movements, and abundance of birds across continents. Increasingly,
public agencies, land managers, and conservationists are using these data to make
key conservation decisions.

Now is the time to scale up eBird, and all our citizen-science efforts, to
create a real-time global sensor for the environment. The birds tell us where
ecosystems are thriving, and where we can and must change course.
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To be truly global, our science must draw from
data in all the places inhabited by birds.
We must inspire public support everywhere
technology can take us. And this work must lead
to fresh ideas and practical solutions.

In June 2010, just eight years after its inception in North America, eBird launched
globally, inviting birders in every country to log their sightings. Now waves of data
hit the Lab’s servers each day from Asia, Europe, and Africa as birders awaken in
the Eastern Hemisphere, then the sightings pour in from the Americas when the
sun moves west.

Refuge managers can now pinpoint the optimal time to lower water levels for
arriving shorebirds. State and federal agencies can coordinate land management
for birds across habitats, using eBird data summarized in the annual State of the
Birds report. Policy makers can weigh the best available information with the
highest potential to help imperiled species and habitats.

Left to right: Bluethroat by Christine Gehrig, American Golden-Plover by Ian Davies, I’iwi by
Jack Jeffrey, Varied Thrush by Joachim Ruhstein, Green Jay by Gerry Dewaghe, Golden-hooded
Tanager by Christopher L. Wood, Scarlet Tanager by Kelly Colgan Azar, Red-tailed Hawk
by Christopher L. Wood, Atlantic Puffin by Bill Lynch, Wilson’s Storm-Petrel by Ian Davies,
Hoopoe by Stein Arne Jensen, Woodland Kingfisher by Michael J. Andersen

DISCOVERY CHANGES
THE WORLD

The Discover Campaign can help us reach this vision:
A future when the data are as detailed in Addis Ababa
as in Albuquerque, when every nation can measure
the health of its birds and strengthen conditions for
biodiversity and, by extension, humanity.

More than 200,000 people
in 205 countries contribute to

The Macaulay Library,

the Lab’s citizen-science projects each year.

the world’s largest digital

NestWatch: 1,760,000 nest visits at 442,000

archive of the living world, offers

nests of 590 species

nearly 150,000 sound

FeederWatch: 107,000,000 feeder birds

recordings and 50,000

reported from 58,000 sites

video clips from

eBird: 1,000,000 locations,

152 countries,

9,718 species, 7.6 million hours

online.

in the field
The Avian
Knowledge Network
is the world’s longestrunning environmental
time series, with more
than 106,000,000
observations.
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E F F E C T I V E G LO B A L C O N S E R VAT I O N
Begins with Building Capacity

Wa y s t o S u p p o r t
Conservation
Impacts at
Global Scales

The Discover Campaign will amplify global capacity
for science and conservation by scaling up research,
citizen science, technology, and partnerships that
power on-the-ground data collection, analysis, and
actions to protect birds and their habitats.

$15 million
to expand eBird’s reach and impact
As our networks for engaging the global public in monitoring and conservation
continue to grow, critical investments will be needed to manage larger streams
of information from eBird, generate dynamic results to display around the world,
and work with partners to engage participants from many cultures.

$10 million
to amplify citizen science around the world

Sharing knowledge and exchanging ideas have
become hallmarks of a global digital society. Even so,
many countries need better access to information
and technology to advance conservation.
Consider the Lab’s work in Cuba. The Caribbean’s
most biologically diverse island is home to 370 bird
species, including 229 North American species that
stop over or stay for the winter, and 28 species found
nowhere else on earth.

“There are bright,
motivated, passionate
conservationists
everywhere. It’s really
about empowering
local partners, helping
the dedicated people
in each country to
study and protect the
birds and habitats that
they know and love.”

For a decade, we have fostered an innovative, multilayered academic exchange program with Cuban
scientists and universities to share resources and
expertise. The reciprocal impact has been eyeopening and immensely rewarding.
Cuban professors and students have partnered
with Lab scientists in surveying birds and gathering

recordings of their calls. Together, they have explored
remote rainforests that are both winter homes of
Neotropical migrants and year-round residences
of endangered Cuban species, such as the Bee
Hummingbird, the world’s smallest bird.
We have helped Cuban scientists promote bird
education and conservation. With Cornell University
Press, we distributed 10,000 copies of Aves de Cuba and
7,000 audio guides free of charge at schools, research
centers, and conservation areas across the island.
In April 2012, the Lab hosted an enthusiastic group
of Cuban university students. They conducted
research in Florida, took an intensive bird
conservation biology course at Cornell, and returned
home even more prepared to one day take the helm
of conservation science in Cuba.

The Cornell Lab of Ornithology builds partnerships to unite
countless people around the world in common action.

—Eduardo Iñigo–Elias,Coordinator,
Neotropical Conservation Initiative

For the first time in human history, we have the potential to monitor our
planet’s birdlife at global scales. The Discover Campaign will enable us to expand
programs such as NestWatch, YardMap, and Project FeederWatch beyond North
America, with help from international partners.

$5 million
for conservation training beyond borders
“This campaign offers us a great
opportunity to change minds and
attitudes. The Lab teaches people
around the world to care about nature,
to treasure it, to want to preserve it.
—Ned Morgens, Former Chairman, Cornell Lab
Administrative Board and Campaign Co-Chair

Birds don’t stop at national boundaries. Neither can we. Substantial new funds are
needed to work with on-the-ground partners, helping them build conservation
capacity in their own countries with the best science, technology, and tools
available.

The largest land mass in the
Caribbean, Cuba provides
essential wintering habitats for
Neotropical migrants, including
Cape May Warblers.
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Cape May Warbler by Gerrit Vyn

how you can change the future
Our Campaign will support a 21st-century model for discovery and conservation.

Por correo, by mail, was the
best way to learn. When Barbara
MacKinnon moved to Yucatán, she
wanted to learn about the amazing
birds there, and was thrilled to
discover the Cornell Lab’s Home
Study Course in Bird Biology. In
1975, she enrolled in the course,
embarking on a journey of lifelong
learning that has flourished,
evolved, and inspired others. When
rapid development began turning
Cancún into a steel-and-concrete
vacation destination, Barbara
turned to conservation as a calling
to help both birds and people.
American Flamingos by Peter Burke Photography

ONE
PERSON’S
RIPPLE
EFFECT BECOMES
A W AV E O F
CHANGE
Olivia Bouler
When 11-year-old Olivia heard about the
Gulf oil spill in 2010, she wanted to help.
Using the Lab’s Handbook of Bird Biology
as a reference, she drew more than 500
birds and raised $200,000 for conservation.
She also created a board game about birds
and is donating the proceeds to the Lab.
“Kids want to do whatever they can. Even a
little boost still makes a change,” she says.

Gary Langham
In the 10 years since earning his PhD at
Cornell, Gary Langham has devoted his
career to using sound science to inform
conservation policy, including data that
helped make a case for the law that bans
lead ammunition within the historical range
of the California Condor. “The challenges and
experiences at Cornell were unparalleled;
lessons that I still draw on every day,” says
Gary, who is now chief scientist at Audubon.

Barbara MacKinnon started
training fellow Yucatán locals to
become bird guides. Graduating
more than 250 community

Lilly Briggs

members, her workshops have

Canadian graduate student Lilly Briggs
is helping to adapt the Lab’s BirdSleuth
curriculum for teachers in Mexico, Central
America, and the Caribbean, including
activities to carry out local conservation
projects. “We’re trying to get kids inspired
and interested in birds early on, just
like I was, and to take an active role in
conservation,” says the 29-year-old Lilly.

equipped many of them with
a livelihood. They, in turn, have
created a basis for a thriving
ecotourism market, engaging
tens of thousands of visitors who
admire Yucatán’s resilient bird
population, from its trademark

Chuck Schneebeck
After elk overgrazed the aspens in Jackson
Hole, Wyoming, Cornell Lab citizen-science
participant Chuck Schneebeck showed
troubled youth how to build nest boxes.
With help from volunteers and the
Jackson Hole Wildlife Foundation, more
than 100 boxes went up. In the first two
years, 294 Tree Swallows and Mountain
Bluebirds fledged, where only one
known bluebird pair had nested before.

Fanny Villareal
Born in Peru, Fanny Villareal now helps
Latino youth learn job skills in Syracuse,
New York. She involved 15 teenagers
in writing a proposal to improve wildlife
habitats. With support from the Lab’s
Celebrate Urban Birds program, they
created a bird garden in an abandoned
train yard. Fanny also brought them to
the Lab’s Latino Youth Summit, where they
learned about birds and science careers.
20

flamingos to once-in-a-lifetime

Nacho Areta

sightings. The guides also keep
tabs on damage to ecosystems
and pass on their knowledge of
birding to the next generation.
“It’s amazing to see how birds
have changed people’s lives and

and workshops, curricula and

perceptions about the need to

afterschool programs, citizen-

protect habitats,” says Barbara.

science projects and distance-

These outcomes show the

learning courses.

special power of our model

People who love birds love to give

for conservation, stronger than

back. Over and over again, a single

ever in the digital age. Barbara

person’s passion for birds touches

is one of millions of people

the lives of dozens, hundreds, or

who have learned more about

thousands of others. Together,

birds through lifelong learning

their collective actions magnify

opportunities offered by the

positive outcomes for birds and

Cornell Lab—through our websites

habitats around the world.

Argentinian ornithologist Nacho Areta
participated in the Cornell Lab’s workshops
in acoustic monitoring, sound analysis, and
conservation. He has since passed the skills on
to a new generation of students in Argentina.
He is a founding member of “Grupo Falco,”
which aims to record all the birds of South
America’s Southern Cone, and is giving back
by contributing the recordings to the Macaulay
Library for research and conservation.

Scolastica
Ndegwa Wangari
A committed conservationist in Kenya,
Scolastica won a scholarship to take the Lab’s
Home Study Course in Bird Biology, gaining
knowledge to further her studies of Martial
Eagles. She also works with schoolchildren,
inspiring them to learn and care about places
such as the North Nandi Forest, home of the
endangered Turner’s Eremomela.
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Wa y s t o E n a b l e
D i s c o v e r y, A c t i o n ,
and Change

The Discover Campaign will help us engage more
people around the world in valuing and protecting
the birds and biodiversity that make our planet a rich
and beautiful place.

A Spoon-billed Sandpiper chick, camouflaged among
lichens on the Russian tundra. Photograph by Gerrit Vyn.

E v e r y B i r d H o l d s T H E K E Y TO A B I G G E R P I C T U R E
In a display both riveting and bittersweet, the Spoon-billed Sandpiper
called for a mate, his spatulate bill vibrating as his trill gained urgency. One
of the world’s last members of his species, he paused, then called again.
Through a video lens, Gerrit Vyn, a Cornell Lab of Ornithology producer,
recorded the sandpiper in the first known high-definition footage of the
species on its last breeding grounds on the Russian tundra. The video
would help galvanize international awareness and conservation efforts,
and serve as a wake-up call to bird lovers everywhere about the Spoonbilled Sandpiper’s plight. Fewer than 250 remain.
“We put our recordings into the hands of conservation organizations

With an outpouring of concern from supporters, the Lab is also working
with World Wildlife Fund affiliates in China and Hong Kong to protect
stopover and wintering habitats in the Yellow and Bohai Seas.
This is a story that reaches beyond just one species or one bird calling for
his mate. The sandpiper tells us what is at stake for all the birds that ride
the same winds and that need the same healthy ecosystems to survive.

Hope is borne and nurtured on a core Lab principle:
share what you discover with everyone you can reach.
This is how birds help us save the natural world.

$12 million
to reach people around the world

“Conservation in the 21st century
requires inspiring people on an
unprecedented scale. If we share

The digital age offers extraordinary opportunities to put nature in the pockets of
millions of people. Endowing our Multimedia and Communications programs
will enable us to provide the best online information, new media, interactive tools,
and social networks to help people discover more about our natural world.

what birds tell us, everyone, from
every background, will understand
the world better. That’s how we
begin to change the future for the
earth’s natural places and species.”

$8 million
for lifelong learning
“Our archives now have more
than 100,000 natural sounds,
online and free. No one else
comes close. I would like to
see the Library continue to
grow and fill in the matrix of
behaviors and sounds. I would
like to say that together
we have had a tremendous
influence, making people
aware of how important and
fragile nature really is.”

in Russia, China, South Korea, and Myanmar. It’s the best way local
inhabitants can understand,” says John Bowman, director of the Lab’s
Multimedia Program. “If we are to have any hope of safeguarding these
birds, we need to tell their stories.”

How can a moment of curiosity blossom into a lifelong passion? The Discover
Campaign will build on the Lab’s successful K–12 curricula, afterschool programs,
community partnerships, and distance-learning courses, bringing more
opportunities for people of all ages to deepen their knowledge of nature.

—John Bowman, Director, Multimedia Program

$5 million
for international and cultural programs
To share what we know and to learn from others, we must translate our programs
into other languages and adapt them to be geographically and culturally
relevant for the audiences we serve. This special fund will also enable us to offer
international internships and exchanges that amplify research and conservation
impacts across the globe.

—Linda Macaulay,
Award-Winning Field Recordist, Donor, and
Member, Cornell Lab Administrative Board
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Spoon-billed Sandpiper by Gerrit Vyn

Considering other robin photos

why we must act now
The Discover Campaign is an investment in the Lab’s future—and in our shared future.

A few hours never seem quite
enough when 11-year-old Liron
Gertsman goes birding along
the tidal mudflats of his native
Vancouver. But with school around
the corner, he was determined to
make the most of the afternoon.
Liron’s checklist quickly filled up:
Canada Goose, Mew Gull, a Bald
Eagle nest with young, one songbird
after another. He could hardly
wait to enter the sightings on his
favorite website, eBird. After dinner,
he double-checked the list and
hit “send.” Moments later, his data
joined thousands of other sightings
coming in from around the world.
Little did he know, his observations
were about to thrust him into the
spotlight. An American Robin that
Liron recorded on August 8, 2012,
became eBird’s 100 millionth record,
a milestone in the history of field
ornithology and citizen science.

American Robin by Marie Read

THE TURNING POINT IS NOW
How fitting that Liron’s milestone
for eBird was an American Robin.
Keeping common birds common
is a critical goal in conservation—a
goal that requires thousands of
committed birders like Liron, and
powerful tools like eBird.
Some day, even 100 million
observations will seem like a quaint
number. When that day comes,
the Cornell Lab of Ornithology,

bolstered by citizen-science
participants and supporters the
world over, will still be out front,
creating a different story for birds
like the Spoon-billed Sandpiper
and Hudsonian Godwit.
The 21st century must be a
turnaround point where we stop
losing species and start recovering
them around the globe.

Please join us to discover, engage,
and act with partners and the
public to save the natural world.
The Discover Campaign will build
this capacity, from significant
leadership gifts to thousands of
gifts from annual supporters.

C A PA C I T Y B E G I N S W I T H YO U
We are proud that $25 million
of our $125 million goal for the
Discover Campaign will come
from annual gifts, an approach that
invites everyone to be part of this
ambitious undertaking.
The Cornell Lab of Ornithology
belongs to you. We connect you
to the natural world and help you
enjoy the birds you love even more.

Please join us in taking the
necessary steps to inspire more
young people like Liron. We will
see our success in abundant
species, thriving ecosystems,
and one of the most precious
gifts we can make—passing a
beautiful natural world to our
children, grandchildren, and future
generations.

L E T U S H O N O R YO U R C O M M I T M E N T
TO B I R D S A N D T H E N AT U R A L W O R L D

Selected Campaign Naming Opportunities
Offices in Johnson Center
Research Funds
Evolution Murals
Johnson Center Auditorium
Biodiversity Fellowship
Expeditions Fund
Inspiration through Art Fund
Innovations Fund
International and Cultural Fund
Lifelong Learning Fund
International Conservation Fund
Digital Technology Fund
Communications Program
Education Program
Information Sciences Program
Multimedia Program
Global Citizen-Science Fund
Conservation Science Program
eBird Fund
Biodiversity Fellowship Program

$100,000
$500,000
$500,000
$1 million
$1 million
$2 million
$2 million
$3 million
$5 million
$5 million
$5 million
$5 million
$8 million
$8 million
$8 million
$8 million
$10 million
$10 million
$15 million
$30 million

Programmatic giving opportunities and term naming
opportunities, ranging from $50,000 and up, are also
available for many projects. For more information, please
contact Sean Scanlon, Senior Director of Development and
Philanthropy, at 607-254-1105 or scanlon@cornell.edu.

Greater Bird-of-paradise by Tim Laman

